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I.—Forerrcn Po.itics. 


The Burdwan Sanjtoant, of the 26th’ January, hears that numbers Burpwar Savsrvam, 


of dacoits are being killed in every part of 
Burmeh. Burmah. This shows that tage = going 
ulated on the pretext of establishing peace. Englishmen 
; ae daeae are friends of the Burmese Ministers. Many of these 
2 ‘, are fighting with the English to raise a Burmese King to the throne. 
the claims of these men to rule Burmah are certainly superior to those of 
\{r, Bernard. The writer can say on oath that these men, who are laying 
jown their lives for sending Englishmen away from their country, will appear 
less guilty in the eyes of God than the English foreigners. 
“The object of Lord Dufferin’s intended visit to Mandalay appears to be 
‘) make up the difference between Mr. Bernard and Colonel Sladen. His 
Lordship will consider whether Burmah should be annexed, and also what 
form of government should be introduced there in the case of annexation 
being determined upon. ‘The writer is not sure whether Colonel Sladen’s or 
his rival’s scheme of government for Burmah will be accepted by Lord 
Dufferin. But he prays that His Lordship will put a stop to the system of 
butchery introduced in Burmah in the name of Christianity. His Lord- 


ship should release those Burmese who have been put in jail simply because 
tiiey are bachelors. 


9. The Murshedabad Patrikd, of the 27th January, says that the 
English have become rulers of Burmah by 
expelling the Burmese Royal family. But the 
Burmese people do not like them. The Afghans did not Jike the English. 
The Zulus did not like them. The Egyptians did notlikethem. The Eng- 
lish have not yet learnt good policy. They are being put to trouble by their 
new subjects in Burmah in the same way they were in Afghanistan. With 
the conquest of Burmah comes the income-tax to the people of India. The 
writer respectfully requests Government not to be anxious for the annexation 
of foreign kingdoms. Russia in the north-west and China in the east 
are preparing for hostility. The Burmese are disaffected. There 
are nO enemies towards the south. It is not pleasant to live surrounded 
by enemies. If the people of India are loyal, the foreign enemies will 
not be able to do anything. But when on the point of being deprived 
of their bread, people have no sympathy even for their own children, 


much less for their rulers. The English should, under these circumstances, 
temain quiet. 


8. The Bharat Mihir, of the 28th January, says that the probabi- 


iil ta lity that Germany may shortly establish her 
oe ascendancy over China has alarmed the 
itish Government. A body of German merchants have decided upon 
lending large sums of money to the Chinese Government for the construc- 
lon of railways and defensive works, and this the English feel they cannot 
possibly tolerate. Whatever they may do, they have lost the confidence 


hitherto reposed in them by the Cninese. This has been particularly the case 
uier the British occupation of Upper Burmah. 


4, The Bhdrat Mitra, of the 28th January, referring to the 

_—— of Lord Dufferin that native 
papers have opposed the annexation of 
Darmah, merely because they are not acquainted with the real cause of 


huis ~ e - ° . “ . 
1) ‘tp, asks, who is to blame for this ignorance of theirs—natives or Lord 
uferin? It has be 


ree come known from the Queen’s speech that Theebaw’s 
meres with France, from which danger is apprehended by England, is 
Auge of the annexation of Burmah, Will Lord Dufferin say after 


Burmah. 


Burmah. 


Jan. 26th, 1886. 


MURSHEDABAD 
PaTRIKA, 


Jan. 27th, 1886. 


BHARAT MIAIR, 
Jan. 28th, 1886. 


BHARAT MiITRA, 


- Jan. 28th, 1886. 
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this that Burmah has been annexed for the benefit of India and that Indians 
should bear the expenses of the Burmese war ? 


Sonasat & Patars, 5. The Surabhi and Patdkd, of the 28th January, says that no 
—— benefit will be derived from the fixing of the 
The fixing of the Afghan boundary Afghan boundary. Russia’s character jg 
seksi such that she will never hesitate to cros 
the boundary when it will become necessary todo so for the promotion of 
her interests. The question is, who will call Russia to account if she crosses 
the boundary? The Amir will not perhaps consent to fight with Russia 
He is not also strong enough to fight with Russia unaided. Tne Gover. 
ment of India is acting in such a manner that it will have to engage ing 
war with Russia if she crosses the boundary. But the difficulty and danger 
of conveying British troops to that distant region are very great. If it 
is the purpose of Government to maintain that boundary, why is the Indian 
frontier being strengthened ? 


Arra DaRPAN, 
Jan. 29th, 1886. 


6. The Arya Darpan, of the 29th January, savs that the natives 
do not consider that the English rule foreign 
countries with the help of the sword. The 
English are honored in the world for their good qualities. The writer hopes 
that they will svuon commence their good work in Burmah which now 


belongs to them. The sooner they make arrangements for its good govern- 
ment the better. 
Praja BANDHO, 


Jan. wth, 1886. 7. The Prajé Bandhu, of the 29th January, says that the Queen 
in her speech has expressed a desire of 
annexing Burmahto her Empire with a 
view to the establishment of peace and order. The sort of peace and 
order the English are establishing in Burmah is exemplified by the fact 
that the jails have become overcrowded and that hundreds are being hanged 
every day in that country. If the only object in annexing Burmah is for the 
establishment of peace, it is better not to annex it at all. The writer thinks 
that the Queen at least should be sincere in her professions, The respect of 
the people for Her Majesty would have increased if, instead of raising the plea 
of establishment of peace, she had raised the plea of extension of commerce. 
Her Majesty should have remembered that the people of India are not 
prepared to encourage insincerity in diplomacy. Lord Salisbury in 
his speech has assured the people of India that Burmah, instead of being 
a burden, will be a relief to the Indian Exchequer. 


ts 8. The Ahdrat Bast, of the 30th January, notices that the Queen 
Jan, 90th, 1886, ara OL eon's speech. in her speech says that her quarrel with 
Russia about the Afghan boundary is over. 

Why then, asks the writer, are the military authorities so much afraid of 

Russia, and why have they spent so much money in holding the Pindi 

Durbar and the Camp-of-Exercise, by which the imposition of the income-tat 

has been rendered necessary ? The writer is sure that a war with Russia will 

tuke place sooner or later. Russia has been preparing for it from the time of 

Peter the Great. She will not succeed because the natives are loyal to the 

English. Russia came to the very gates of India because of the foolish 


writings of the Anglo-India Press, but she has retraced her steps 
- because she has found out her mistake. 


Buauat Basi, J. he same paper says that Burmah is said to have been conquered 


ee in the interests of peace; but peace has no 
yet been established in that country 

There was not so much unrest in Burmah before the English 
invasion. The Queen has charged Theebaw with cruelty. The writer cat 
not say whether Theebaw was really cruel, but it is certain that the rumours 


Burmah. 


The Queen’s speech. 
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t his cruelty are all false. It was rumoured that he was a drunkard, but 
abou + has become known that he never touched wine. It is now known 
a Theebaw ‘s not responsible for the murders attributed to him. He is 
a to have insulted the English, The Queen says that he has oppressed 
or ish subjects, but the writer cannot say whether Theebaw is responsible for 
5 ‘; a matter of doubt whether the ultimatum ever reached Mandalay. 
thoebaw haa himself stated to Colonel Sladen that his Ministers kept him 
‘athe dark. The Queen has said that the cost of Burmese administration 
;il| not be a serious drain upon the Indian treasury. The writer is afraid 
hat Her Majesty has been misinformed by her officers. The Viceroy has 
said that Burmah will prove a gain rather than a loss. If so, it need not be 
incorporated in the Indian Empire. If there be gain, the surplus need not 
be paid to the Indian Exchequer. The writer is afraid that Burmah will not 
be able to pay the cost of its own administration, and so the officers are 
anxious for its incorporation in the Empire. The people of India have paid 
the cost of the conquest of Burmah, and they will have to pay the cost of 
+s administration also. 

: 10. The Bangabdst, of the 30th January, says that the English are 
beside themselves with joy at the occupation 
pean. of Burmah. Whatever the English may say 
1 the interest of the merchants, the world knows that it has not yet been 
conquered, and that it will take a long time to conquer it. Ten thousand 
English troops have failed to complete the conquest, and it has become 
necessary to send reinforcements. No one is aware of what is actually going 
onin Burmah. At first there were dacoities, then came rebellion, and then 
the Burmese war. It is the lion painting himself. It is difficult to see through 
the picture. But truth sometimes asserts her influence, and it is known 
that anarchy is reigning supreme in Burmah. The English proclaimed 
tothe world that Burmah was conquered, when all that was done was the 
capture of the King by treachery. It has now become known that the 
ministers are implicated in the dacoities. ‘They have not as yet been able 
to give up their love of independence. Some members of the royal 
family are still trying to obtain the throne. The English have not yet 
succeeded in putting down these pretenders. 

1]. The same paper says that during the last hot season a war between 
| England and Russia became almost unavoid- 
j able. Russia was not willing to prevent the 
“i She invaded Afghanistan, and a battle was fought at Panjedh 

ctween the Russian and the Afghan troops. The Amir’s troops were 
viet, on oer fled to Herat, leaving Russians in the possession of Panjdeh 
‘ela psig Mee eg 7 gong tried of suppress the 
wa : failed. glish now have to admit that they 

permitted Russia to occupy Panjdeh and a portion of Badki. They 


England and Herat. 


‘atertained the Amir with great pomp and ceremony at Rawul Pindi, but . 


the Amir did not agree to allow the English to enter Afghanistan, though 
Lo willing to fight with the Russians, with the Afghan army, and with 
= ‘it of English money and English weapons. But Russia is advancing 
“se y,and the English cannot help entering Afghanistan. Ten years.ago the 
- pag that the occupation of Khiva by Russians would be considered 
on ; se with that power. Russians occupied Khiva. The Rnglish were 
mull - u ut they remained quiet, and said that the occupation of Sarakhs 
a A © cause of war. Sarakhs was occupied, Merv was occupied, and 

- sil to the borders of Afghanistan. The English promised that 
1 Bounda, a Russia to respect the integrity of Afghanistan. They sent 
Bria } ommission. But the Russian section of the Commission did 
eGo ora long time after the appearance of the English section on 
ne of action. Just at this time General Komaroff made his 


BANGABASI, 
Jan. 30th, 1886. 


BAaNGABaSI. 
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appearance on the frontiers of Afghanistan, defeated the Afghans at Panjdeh, 
and occupied Panjdeh and Badki. England was greatly agitated at the ney, 
of this war, and war with Russia became unavoidable. If the Russians had 
followed up their victory they could have occupied Herat which was almo; 
defenceless, and they could easily have entered even India for both the Khybe; 
and Bolan passes were undefended. The English troops in India would hare 
been sufficient to keep the peace, but not to expel a foreign invader. 
For these reasons war with Russia did not break out at that time. The 
English were not then in a position to fight if Herat was occupied, and even 
now they are not in a position to fight if it be occupied by the Russians, 
For this reason the military authorities are saying that Herat may be given up 
to Russia, but Laswen never. People have not as yet heard even the name of 
the latter place. But it will soon come to notice. It seems that the 
English do not entertain any hope of getting Herat any longer. _Is this the 
way in which the English are keeping their promise to the Amir that they 
will maintain the integrity of his kingdom ? 

12. The Dainik, of the 3lst January, gives the account of the 
capture and banishment of Tineda Mengye 
as given by the correspondent of the Bomba 
Gazette, and deplores his fate. The Editor does not understand why the 
British Government has extended such hard measure to this man, whom it 
has itself admitted to be one of its well-wishers. 

13. Tne Ananda Bazur Patrikd, of the lst February, says that. the 
news of the execution of hundreds of men in 
Burmah without any trial instead of leading 
the authorities to take energetic steps to suppress the evil, has rather 
annoyed them, because it has come to the knowledge of the public. But 


as nothing can be kept hidden from God, this attitude of the authorities is 
far from proper. 


14. The same paper says that the Burmah correspondent of the 
a. Kombay Gazette has cleany shown that 
| Theebaw was not at all responsible for the acts 


of cruelty laid at his door, and that he was not guilty of any ruceness 
towards the British Government. 


15. The iVavavibhakar, of the 1st February, says that a very large 


England and Thibet. quantity of Chinese tea is sold in Thibet 
The English greatly desire to drive Chinese 

tea out of the markets of Thibet by exporting Assam tea there. If the 
English can once export tea into Thibet, they will be able to export all 
English goods there. Chinese tea is not now sold so largely in Europe a3 
before on account of the exportation of Assam tea. How can China, under 
these circumstances, allow the English to enter Thibet? The English say 
that the Chinese are eager to have English goods. But this can no longer 
be believed. China has found the English out. China has understood that 
England will establish her dominion in Thibet if she can once enter there. 
Because she has understood this, she has not allowed England to enter 
Thibet in Spite of repeated requests. The writer says that now that Mr. 
Macaulay is going back to England, the glories of Thibet will soon be 
described to the English merchants. Since the English have set their heart 
upon the occupation of Thibet, they will not shrink back at the prospect of 


expenditure of blood and treasure. Why will they fear so long as India 
has blood and treasure ? 


16. The same paper says that Colonel Sladen is now the military 
Inhuman treatment of the Burmese ruler of Burmah, and Colonel Hooper ig the 
by Colosel Hooper. Provost Marshall of Mandalay and Colonel 
Sladen’s right hand. The Provost Marshall is blowing away from canon’s 


Banishment of Tiaeda Mengyee. 


Executions in Upper Burmah. 
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‘nc many persons in order to overawe the Burmese. Some- 
pout or onal Sladen fsesnen a Burman to death in order to extort 
a Monfession from him. This confession was sought to be extorted for 
i ial of hanging some persons. Such cruelty is very unbecoming in 
= ead Disgracing of the English name by such cruelties is intoler- 
Basie Englishmen. For this reason the correspondent of the Zmes 
a hed accounts of these cruelties in England. The Secretary of 
% " was asked about the matter in Parliament. He has said that 
it Bernard has been instructed to report about the truth of the 
sllegation, and to inflict adequate punishment on the guilty person if the 
legations should be found to be true. Mr. Bernard himself went to 
Mandalay, and protested against the proceedings of the Provost Marshall. 
fe recommended that the Burmese offenders should be dealt with according 
to the law and the common method. But his words were not listened to. 
Lord Dufferin will soon go to Mandalay. The writer waits to see what 
report Mr. Bernard will make, and how Colonel Hooper will be dealt with. 

17, The Som Prakdsh, of the 1st February, says that the Rangoon 

. correspondent of the Pioneer has disclosed the 

true cause of the annexation of Burmah by 

I the statement that it was determined upon when the Burmese ambassadors 

went to Paris to make a treaty with France. Government has annexed 

Burmah from the fear of France and Italy. The writer is very grieved at 
the mutual jealousy of the Kuropean powers. 


18, The same paper, referring to the statement of Lord Salisbury, that, 
though Burmah may now prove a burden to 
India, Government will derive profit from it in 
future, says that this is said on the occasion of every annexation. Indians 
desire neither to profit nor to lose by the occupation of Burmah. China has 
now become a source of danger to the English. Her friendship with Ger- 
many is a source of danger to the English Govermnent. When this fact 


Burmah. 


Burmah. 


is considered, it does not seem probable that Lord Dufferin will make ar-— 


rangements for English domination in Burmah. The future results of the 
annexation of Burmah appear to be very deplorable. In the writer’s opinion 


there is still an opportunity of remedying the evil. When China’s long 
dominion over Burmah, her claiming Bhamo from England as compensation 


for the annexation of Burmah, and the reluctance of the Under-Secretary 
of State for India to say anything more than that negotiations are being 


carried on with China are considered, the results of the annexation of 
Burmah do not appear satisfactory. 


t 
II.—Home ApMINISTRATION. 


(a)—Police. 


19. The Pratikdr, of the 15th January, says that people are harassed 


ts a on account of the chowkidari-tax, and yet no 
good comes of the payment of the tax. 


Government realises the tax even if am 


he chowkidars are the same everywhere. They never do their work properly. 
“0. The Dainik, of the 4th February, notices acase in which the 

A case of assault at Kalighat, employés of one Kesto Mudi, a shop-keeper 
ae of Kalighat, attempted to outrage the 
mr 0 , tartan female pilgrims, and beat them and their servants 
iy and says that these men are in the habit of ill-treating pilgrims, 

9 rong and active Sub-Inspector of police should be stationed at Kalighat. 


ae find it difficult to lodge their complaints at the Bhowanipore police- 


an has no money to pay it with. 


Som PRAKASH, 
Feb. lst, 1886. 
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DaInik 
Feb, 4th, 1886. 
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(t)— Working of the Courts. 


Buarat Miu, 91. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 28th January, says that the decision, 
Jan. 28th, 1886 ee of Mr. Hyde, the Secretary to the Board ¢ 
The Pleadertnlp SxemNneSCe. Examiners for Pleadership and Mookhteay. 
ship that “under the rules, students entering upon a course of lecture 
in June 1885 could not possibly have attended a full course by Novembe, 
1886, and would not therefore be qualified to be admitted to the examins. 
tion to be held in February 1887” has caused great inconvenience 1, 
many candidates for the next pleadership examination. Mr. Hyde i 
not probably aware that, under the existing arrangements in the lay 
classes, it is possible to attend the required number of lectures during the 
period referred to, and that, as a matter of fact, many whom he has pr. 
nounced unqualified to be admitted to the examination have actually fulfilled 
the requisite condition. The writer asks the High Court to make the 
required alteration in the rules as to the respective dates for depositing 
the fees and holding the examination. 
Prasa Banpav, 92. The Prajé Bandhu, of the 29th January, says that the vakils 
Jan. 29th, 1886, of the Baraset courts have refused to file 
one Son. ee suits at the court of the Second Munsif of 
that place, because he is in the habit of abusing them. Gopendro Babo 
would do well to prohibit the servants of his amla to come to court, 
It would be a matter of great regret if the amla allowed their servants to 
become touters. The High Court, the Divisional Commissioner, aod Govern: 
ment should keep an eye on these things. 
Baarat Basi, 93. The Bharat Bast, of the 30th January, says that Mr. Laidman 
pice ee should have been removed from the Civil 
ir Alfred Lyall. ‘ , ° . ‘ 
Service for his abusing natives in open court. 
But instead of doing that, Sir Alfred Lyall has promoted him, and finding 
that an indelible stigma has been affixed to his character by the action of 
Captain Hearsey, and not venturing to do anything publicly, has recorded 
a secret resolution and circulated it among Magistrates and Judges remarking 
that Chief Justice Sir Comer Petheram had given an onesided judgment. 
How can people believe that the Lieutenant-Governor of the North-Westem 
Provinces could act in this manner? But as the matter is being ventilated in 
respectable newspapers, and Government is not disposed to contradict their 
statements, it connot be disbelieved. Such an act if committed by a very 
low person would have been considered as cowardice ; it is much more 
cowardly then in the case of a powerful man like Sir Alfred Lyall. The evi 
results of the act may be thus enumerated :— 


(1) It will encourage subordinate civiliahs to follow the example 
of their chief. 

(2) The civilians already do not care for the honour of natives 
They will become much more disrespectful to them 
from this time. 

(3) It is an insult to the kighest Court of Judicature in the land. 
The conduct of Sir Alfred will lead his subordinates 1 
set the High Court at naught to the utter disgrace of the. 
British Administration of India. If any other officers 
acted in this way, Sir Alfred might be requested 
to punish him, but when he himself is the offender there 
seems to be no remedy. 


parge® 24. The Nuva Medini, of the 30th January, says that the people of 
i | Ghattal are being greatly oppressed by Moulv 

yeu Buzlul Karim, the Deputy Buzlul Karim, the Deputy Magistrate of the 

oe place. They dare not complain against him 

In other sub-divisions of Midnanore, Deputy Magistrates are transferred. 
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t the Moulvi has not been transferred for a long timc. 
every Bye please his official superiors. This is exemplified by 
He *y of his establishing the ‘* Beames and Wilson Jiibrary.” The 
the fac sks Government to transfer him. He has been long in one place. 
writer ® +a single man in Ghattal whom he has not displeased. If 
wai pe asks the Magistrate to enquire into the matter, and if the 
peter enquires of the educated and respectable inhabitants of the 
Mogistro™ necessity of transferring the Deputy Magistrate will become clear. 
a Tie Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the Ist February, says that no 

r less than three persons of the Talabaj caste 

Mr. Prescott's ease. at Broach have been hanged and ninety others 
the same caste sentenced to transportation for life for the murder of 
ir Prescott, a District Superintendent of Police, by the members of that 
waste. There is nothing to be wondered at in this. Considering that the 
nurdered was @ Duropean, and a District Superintendent of Police in the 
harcain, Government has indeed shown great leniency, inasmuch as instead 
if blowing up the place of murder it has contented itself with the punish- 
ment it has inflicted. If the law onder which the recent sentences at 
Broach have been passed had been in force before the assassinations of 
Justice Norman and Lord Mayo, a hundred to a hundered and fifty persons 
would have probably been hanged by Government for those two 

eTS. 

a The Dainik, of the 4th February, says that Mr. Currie, Magis- 
: trate of Cuttack, has, contrary to the express 

decision of the Judges of the High Court that 
the Magistrate had no power to order the police to help the Court of 
Wards, ordered the police to do so. He has appointed under section 17 
of Act IV of 1861, the Maharani of Burdwan’s officers as special 
constables to prevent their realising rent on behalf of the Maharani. The 
oficers of tne Court of Wards have taken by force the collections made by 


Mr. Currie of Cuttack. 


the gomastas of the Maharani at Bhut Mand. The police tried to sena up 
the officers for trial. But the Magistrate took the case out of their 
hands and made it over toa Deputy Magistrate. This is a sessions case, 
and still the Government pleader has been ordered to defend the accused. 
The Police Inspector who sent the case up has been transferred. The acts 


: Mr. Currie are very high-handed. Government should keep an eye on 
Im. 


(d) — Education. 


27. The Pratikdr, of the 15th January, says that the Education 


The Bechammpore College Commission has recommended the abolition 
of the Berhampore College. Government 

does tot take so much interest in high education as it used todo. The 
abolition of the college will be an act of injustice. The cost of 
puntaining the college is great. This is admitted by all. Butif the college 
* abolished because of its cost, there are many other costly things which 
sould also be abolished. The cost may be great, but who pay it? The 
People, who pay so many taxes. Are the proceeds of all these taxes to be 
= only on unworthy objects? It will be disgraceful if no good 
he . to the people by the money they pay. The writer does not think that 
abolition of the college, simply because of its cost, will be a wise measure. 
con is no doubt that the cost is defrayed, if not by the people of the 
. wh at least by the people of the country. No money is brought from 


ngand for the maintenance of the college. If a reduction of its cost 


ge necessary, an able native Principal can be appointed on a smaller 


AwaNDA Bazar 
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Feb. lst, 1886. 
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[ 3 


PRATIKAR, 


98. The same paper says that Arnakali Devi, the mother of Bab, 
Jan. 15th, 1886. 


Ashutoshnath Rai, the Kasimbazar y 
objected to the appointment of a Europes, 
tutor for her son. Government at first promised to appoint a native, but aj 
of a sudden it sent Mr. LeFeuvre to take charge of the education of the ward 
The mother again applied to Government objecting to the appointment of 
a European, and it has ordered that a native should be appointed. The 
people will be very glad if justice is done to them in the way it has been done 
in the present case. 
SANSODALN, 29. The Sansodhini, of the 20th January, says that the abolition of 
cpantancatien the Meer Ahaya fund in aid of Mahomeday 
ee education has led to the increase of the 
schooling fees of Mahomedan students in the Chittagong vernacular school, 
The number of Mahomedan students has diminished, and poor Mahomedan 
boys have lost their chance of receiving education. 
Jan, Sth, 1886 30. The Sanjivani, of the 380th January, says that Sylhet with, 
| Mahomedan education in Sylhet. Mahomedan P opulation of over 1,000,000 
has only 5,500 Mahomedan boys and 
girls receiving education, while Sibsagor with a Mahomedan population of 
15,600 souls has 665 Mahomedan boys and girls receiving education. The 
ratio of Mahomedan boys to the Mahomedan population in Sibsagor is eight 
times as large as that in Sylhet. The reason for this has not been explained 
in the Education Report of Assam. The authorities should enquire 
into this matter. | 


SADBARAMI, dl. The Sddharani, of the 31st January, says that it is said that some 
Jan, Si8t, 1689: “Schools and selection of vernacular Deputy Inspectors of Schools trade in books. 


text-books. uch a charge was brought against the Deputy 
Inspector of Schools, Mymensingh. It is said that these Inspectors 


introduce as text-books, the books of those authors, who allow them credit 
without judging of the merits of their books, This isa great obstacle in 
the way of education. Now sume colleges in Calcutta and the Burdwan 
Maharajah’s College, and the Dacca Jagannath College in the mofussil are 
being managed by natives. Good results rather than bad results will be 
produced if Government colleges are now placed under the management of 
the local boards. Government should spend more money upon education. 
The system of homeopathic treatment is becoming so prevalent that Govern- 
ment should encourage the homeepathic schools that are being established. 
The writer does not know what benefit is being derived from the Text-book 
Committee. Many of the text-books now read in schools and patshalas 
are bad. The writer is not aware whether those books are approved by the 
Text-book Committee. Probably the mofussil Deputy Inspectors choose 
whatever text-books they please. Inder these circumstances, the Text-book 
Committee is useless. So long as the power of head clerks of Inspectors 
and of Deputy Inspectors in the matter of the selection of the text-book: 
is not curtailed, good text-books will not be introduced into schools. 

en a 32. The Navavibhdkar, of the 1st February, says that Sir Charles 

Feb. Tat, 1098. The Education Commissions and ar. Aitchison, the liberal-minded Lieutenant-Gov- 
rangements for the education of infants. ernor of the Punjab, iS going to give effect 
6 the recommendation of the Education Commission, that an Education 
Committee containing representatives from all classes should be appointed 
every year in each province. The most important subject that will be 
considered by this Committee is the making of proper arrangements for the 
education of infants. At present the schools are only machines for passits 
examinations, Under such a system of education boys and young men CaD- 
not possibly remain healthy; much less infants. Will not the example of 


the Punjab be followed in Bengal? The country will not prosper so long 
separate schools for the education of infants are not opened. 


The Kasimbazar ward. ard, 
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(e)—Local Self- Government and Municipal Administration. 


93 The Bharat Basi, of the 30th January, says that the Tramway 
j Company promised to start cars at the interval 
of 10 minutes, but as a rule they are started 
t the interval of three quarters of an hour. This makes the cars crowded 
rith passengers and often keeps men waiting for a long time. The rule 
{ carrying five men in each bench is rather hard. Passengers become 
almost packed up. If the Company makes arrangements for starting cars 
every ten minutes, it will lead to great convenience of passengers. The 
inspectors and conductors should be more civil, and if their pay 1s a little 
ised men with better manners can be had. They should be careful in 
driving the cars, so that life and limb may not be lost by accidents. The 
ray in which the Company repairs the road is dangerous to carriages. 
Tie writer thinks that the Commissioners of the Calcutta Municipality should 
see that the Company keeps the roads in proper repairs. 


( f)— Questions affecting the land. 


94 The Nava Medint, of the 80th January, says that the Magistrate 

of Pooree has discharged the oilicers of the old 

The case of the old Maharani of Wfaharani of Burdwan, in the case which was 

— transferred to his file from that of Mr. Currie, 

the Magistrate of Cuttack. Had not the Maharani spent enormous sums of 

money, they would have by this time been rotting in jails which are hells 

in the nineteenth century. The writer has observed that the Lieutenant- 

Governor of Bengal has acted with justice in certain cases, and he hopes 
that His Honour will punish the offenders in this case. 


(h) — General. 


85. The Chdru Vartd, of the 18th January, says that the English 
have conquered Burmah, a wealthy country 
rich in teak timber. But the people of India 
have gained nothing by this extension of the British Empire, except that they 
are going to be burdened with the income-tax. With the extension of the 
_— Empire, the people of India are becoming increasingly hard 
pressed. 

36, The Sansddhint, of the 20th January, is glad ‘to notice that 


ks. Baboo Sarat Chandra Das has been made a 

. C. I. E. The Baboo is an ornament not 

only of Chittagong, but also of East Bengal. He has returned from 
China all hale and hearty. He is doing a great service to Government. 

d7. The same paper is glad to notice that Baboo Dinanath Sen has 


iia been appointed Superintendent of the Tipperah 
heen State on a monthly salary of Rs. 1,000. But 
‘he Writer 1s sorry that the loss caused by the severance of the Baboo’s 
connection with the Education Department will not be easily made up. 
le Baboo has in a manner given a new life to East Bengal. He is quiet 
od dutiful, and is not anxious for power. 
38. Al Punch, of the 22nd January, asks if an income-tax is 


Rstiaaais to be imposed for meeting the expenses of 
aa the strengthening of the frontier, is the 
ci ue of the country to be employed to fill the pockets of civilians 
es How will the income-tax be levied from pleaders and mukhtears 
. rn aeowes are variable, and who pay the license-tax ? It is also vojust 
“the burden of proving that their income is less than Rs. 500 will 


; Upon the persons who may be assessed under the tax, and that the burden 


"l froving that i 
Fibs. $n their income is Rs. 500 or upwards will not be upon 


\ismanagement of tramways. 


The income-tax. 
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BHARAT BAST, 
Jan. 30th, 1886. 


Nava MEDINI, 
Jan. 30th, 1886. 


CHARU VARTA, 
Jan. 18th, 1886. 


S4Nsonrre, 
Jan. 20th, 1996. 


SANSODHIN . 


AL PuncH, 
Jan. 22nd, 1886. 
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ae 


Paatinas, icing the amalgamation of the District Savings 
Jan, 26tb, 1886. oe with Post Office Savings Banks, the Frome 
ee of the 25th January, says that the emoly. 
ments of the post-masters should be increased, when they are being daily 
entrusted with multifarious and responsible duties. 
pisdeihid. 40. Thesame paper says that the way in which India is being 
governed will lead to the ruin of th. 
country. If the revenues of India are no 
wasted, if proper economy is observed in the administration of Indian finances 
India will never be in want of money. That country can never prosper jy 
which the Government is always anxious to spend as much as it can without 
paying much attention to the production of wealth. The greed of the 
English Government has become very great, and it will never be satiated 
until India is completely ruined. The Government appear to be very 
thoughtless in the matter of spending Indian revenue. The military 
expenditure of India is so great that it can cover all the expenses of the 
administration. Over and above this enormous expenditure, the Goverp. 
ment is going to increase the army by 10,000 men. The European officer; 
of India are paid on an enormous scale. Large amounts are spent every 
year for the ease and comfort of these officers. The Wome charges are 
a serious drain onthe Indian treasury. The loss by exchange is very 
large. 
PRATIKAR. . 41. A correspondent of the same paper, writing from Jangypore, 
says that the affability of Mr. Anderson 
and his wife while on tour has charmed every 
one. The new Superintendent of the Moorshedabad Police abuses his 
subordinates in very harsh terms. This is not good. 
Caanu Varta, 42. The Charu Vartd, of the 25th January, says that there are 
Jan. 25th, 1886. various channels by which Indian money 
reaches England, and much saving can be 
effected by narrowing many of these channels. Is the time for the employ- 
ment of natives in many of the posts held by civilians not yet come? 
The Military Department is enriching England to an enormous extent. 
It is idle now to think of proposing a reduction of military expenditure. 
Tt willgo on increasing from fear of Russia. Large savings can be 
effected if natives areenrolled in the army. But the Secretary of State has 
poohpoohed the idea of enrolling natives as volunteers. There are 
probabilities of war on both sides of India, with Russia on the west and 
with China on the east. Money must be kept in reserve for these wars, 
and for this money the very life-blood of the natives of India is to be sucked 
by the imposition of the income-tax. The blind policy of the English Govern- 
ment is throwing difficulties in the way of natives. The natives 
are becoming weak for various reasons. Wars are the imperial necessitits 
of England, and the natives have to pay for them. They cannot expect 
to be relieved of taxation until public expenditure is reduced. 
San Supaastonr, 43.. The Sadr Sudhdnidhi, of the 25th January, says that Indias 


— 2 oe 3 condition is wretched, because the English 
ome See Government does not desire to benefit India 

by injuring the interests of Englishmen. Indians are very poor. , Among 

the 250 millions of India, only five lakhs of men have an annual income 

of above Rs. 500. Owing to the constitution of native society, these met 

have to support a very large number of persons. It will be unjust, under 

these circumstances, to impose an income-tax on them. : 

Buapwas Samsivans, 44, The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 26th J anuary, says that if 


ee cies iiitiiieieiatniaes the export duties are abolished, the people 


Of India will not be able to see what gral? 
is. Every particle of it will be exported to foreign countries. The abolitio2 


pend ‘ “ 


The income-tax. 
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Mr. Anderson on tour. 


The income-tax. 
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of the import duties has made fore! 
: reign goods ch 
'o buying cheap and sh goods cheap, and 
duties are reimposed, and “pte )persegreng tine ey taken 
and Se: people will be well oft A are increased, the natioulterian 
45, The Sahachar, of the 27th J Pree 4 ; rists 
The Income-Tax. the impositio : . * ee who support 
{ Englishmen are =~ ground that it will to —_— on the 
tax been imposed owing t en. The writer has se uch the pockets 
with natives. Wh g to which Englishmen h en that never has a 
on oe Bret ee the income-tax has ie _ suffer equally 
wy that English at the clamour of English een imposed, Government 
natives have d me me bow bd made greater erent sen writer has also 
always suffered from th crins intolerable pain T vit out any pain than 
the income-t ‘fe imposition of th ee natives that h 
the town, b ax oppression has never b e income-tax. In coll a 
, , but upon the een committed coliecting 
ime alco. This ti people of the mofussil. 8 ed upon the people of 
Twill ime the income-tax i 1. Such will be the 
ill not be abolished at x is going to b case this 
many means of stoppi at the clamour of An e permanently imposed 
will affect the ee the clamour of A , glo-Indians. But shee 
have been ee ge Anglo-Indians onl im o-Indians. The Mensa “ 
last eight aan a income-tax in hoch he Anglo-Indian hen : 
or Whe si e military officers have cs of the license-tax during 7 
the military offi er cannot believe that wh 2 in a manner exempted f : 
Native papers we ers will not be done in ry has been done in the cas a 
English officials that the imposition of — ) of the civil psa 
- the reduction of cl ain agitation in ee year will lead "lke 
oficials make a cl iture. The writer , and to make eff 
Bot nativ amour, Government , says that if the A ; . orts 
is sorry at Aaphoandbzc oo _— ecaiae vith Al slo-Tndi °Y puter 
an income-tax, afr edness of those who, th nglo-Indians, The wri 
other , are supporting it , though they d riter 
‘tab x ge of raising » aay +A the ground that, hoa approve of 
Sas measure which is bad 1 od results will not b e is now no 
e income-tax, Gov in its principle. If C produced by a 
- there is no ieee mg ent will make the tax per no objection is made 
een carried on agai acainst the tax. 5B manent, on the gr 
since no object gainst: the license-tax G ecause an agitatio — 
dire oo being m » Government ‘a n has not 
sical dys not Aad ee 2 tndia " we license-tax it ‘ge saying that 
should license-tax, Govern . Ifacontinual agitation ertain thata 
“aed agtsage es and vigour ment could not have ion had been made 
be ered eel ~ import a tp Bari mee the 0 oben —e 
serv) ; ed to it, th : not suited 
service, that e€ appointment of nati it, that the expendit e 
other British when the import d i ona larger scal iture should 
that an : possession, they ? id les have not been ‘ Ae the public 
Enola utonomy simliar t uld not be aboll abolished in an 
gland should b o that existing 1 ished in India al 
the opinio e established in Indi g in other forei also, and 
| : Sn posses | 
e hastil n of the whole of Indi 1a also. The writer sions of 
departur y passed into | ia, that the inc says that in spit 
) e for B aw, Lord Dufferin wi ome-tax Bill sh pite 
cipal tax h urmah. The rec erin will pass the Bi should not 
oo ee cli tl A dg Ra As gadis 
‘accepted G S ould be exempted at houses for which , 
Ing the : Overnment h pted from the income- muni- 
asseseahlo ; assessable has shown its — me-tax has 
8 pe le income in the pang in all ta i for justice 7. 
rem Rs, 1,200 to R case of Government - 500, but reduc 
+ rances of the a0. But dle: tng @ fotinaile 
the tax, officers drawin people excluded rng ap deference to the 
The rovis: 5 salaries of ] - provision : 
provision e . ess than Re exemptin 
xempting G e 500 am 4 
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of less than Re. 100 has been excluded, as its exclusion will affeg, 
natives alone. The provision that in cases where the tax assessed exceeds 
Rs. 250 the Commissioners will have to setile the amount of tax after 
calling for account-books upon obtaining petitions, but that a regular appeal 
will have to be made in order to set aside an assessment under that sum 
will afford facilities to those who do not want them, while withholding them 
from those who do. The writer thinks with Mr. Mandlik that grea 
injustice will be done if houses in the mofussil, from which no income 
‘3 derived and for which no tenants can be found, are taxed. Those who 
cannot understand that great injustice will be done by that provision ate 
not fit to make laws for the country. 

46. The Murshedabad Patrikd, of the 27th January, says that the 


English have many enemies, and that they 
are contracting debts in order to extend 
their territories. They are taxing poor natives. They are ill-treating 
native princes. They are holding out threats tothe Maharaja of Cashmere. 
and they are doing things calculated to make the Begum of Bhopal sorry, 
They are lucky, but their subjects are being ground down by taxes on taxes, 
Their prosperity depends on India, and it is not well for them to suck dry the 
life-blood of the natives of India. 

47, The Rungpore Dik Prakash, of the 28th January, says that when 


Wiis teen the income-tax is going to be made a 


permanant part of the fiscal system of the 
country it should be imposed after mature deliberation. If the Income 


Tax Bill be hurried through the Council, people will pay even though they 
are pressed very hard. But that is no reason why the rulers should not look 
to the welfare of the people. The Viceroy will pass the Bill by one 
word, but he should at the same time take into his consideration that many 
illegal acts will be committed in the name of the tax. There is no knowing 
how many are oppressed for the realisation of the license-tax. The Editor of 
the Sddharant newspaper published some time ago a list of those who were 
greatly oppressed by the operation of the license-tax. A perusal of the list 
will lead to the inference that there is no law and no justice in this country. 
The writer also mentions a similar case. A Brahmin at Golmunda in Rung: 
pore, who lived on the income of his land, had some money-lending business. 
His income from that source rarely exceeded Rs. 50 a year. He has no income 
from that business at present, but on the contrary is greatly involved in debts. 
A Deputy Magistrate of the district while on tour saw a small quantity of 
paddy in his house, considered him liable to pay the license-tax, and asked 
him to pay down Rs. 10 immediately. The Brahmin paid the tax in the 
first year, but in the second be objected to pay, but his objections were over 
ruled. He has thus been compelled to pay the tax from year to year, 
though his circumstances are becoming poorer and poorer every year. 
48. The Surabhi and Patékd, of the 28th J anuary, says that the 
es ce following questions in connection with the 


; imposition of an income-tax should be cov 
sidered, namely, whether the imposition of a new tax should not be pre 


vented by the reduction of expenditure, and whether the income-tal 
should be imposed in its present shape. The writer has urged before that 
the additional expenses of the State should be met by the reduction of ex 
penditure. The officials are indulging in extravagant expenditure to suc 
an extent that unless the evil is sooa remedied natives will 

ruined. While recognizing the principle that the expenditure should 
be reduced, the writer supports the Income-tax Bill, except som 
of its features. The income-tax will not be imposed upon the po 
but upon a few well-to-do natives and Europeans, These men cann0 
object to the tax, as traders possessed of similar income pay it. The write 


The English Government. 
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at Anglo-Indians would not object to the tax in deference 
y epera. But he now finds that he was mistaken in thinking so. The 
fey hiection to the income-tax is that great oppression 1s committed in 
cist men and realization. This objection is very serious. This has 
aie ‘n the case of the license-tax. This also happened in the ‘case 
7 ‘ncome-tax when it was imposed on former occasions. The writer 
te eauie that the lowest assessable income should be fixed at Rs. 1,000, 
eee of at Rs. 500. If this be done, there can be no objection to 
yee The Select Committee has provided that the tax will not be levied 
ah the dwelling-houses of zemindars and cultivators, and on lands adjoin- 
“a their houses. ‘The writer says that this provision should be extended 
to the case of all householders. The Madras Times has urged, not without 
-eag0ns, that Government will be guilty of breach of contract if it deducts 
money as income-tax from the interest on Goverament securities. There is 
sso another objection to the deduction of interest. As interest will be 
deducted by the Public Debt Office beforehand, any person who may be 
exempted from the tax on the ground of his whole income being under 
Rs, 500 will have unnecessarily to pay for stamps for petitioning for the 
refunding of the money. A limit should be set to the sum which will have 
to be paid as the income-tax. The tax should also be collected in two or 
three instalments, instead of at once. 


49, The same paper says that if it is ruled that ten rupees will scnssm & Paraxa, 
be valued at one pound, and that instead Jan. 28th, 1886. 
of two lakhs of rupees being given for 
900,000 ¢olas of silver, only ten times as many rupees will be paid as that 
weight of silver is worth in pounds, all difficulties in connection with exchange 
may be removed. The reason why Government does not adopt such an 
easy method is that the present arrangement is advantageous to England, 
as England obtains a larger quantity of goods than formerly for the 
same sum; that railways are being benefited owing to a larger export; 
that Government can delude people into a belief of the prosperity of the 
country by pointing to the increasing exports ; and that the price of bread 
in England, which has fallen owing to the present arrangement, will rise 
again if the value of silver is increased. The natural disinclination of people 


to any change is also another reason why the method above alluded to 
ls not adopted. 


The exchange rates. 


00, The Bharat Mihir, of the 28th January, regards the action Baarar Min, 
ao a of the Government in hastily passing the 7% 2 186. 
| Yncome-tax Bill into law as unjust and oppres- 
sive, The measure will press heavily upon the poor, and the haste with 
which finality has been given to it has doubtless aggravated its objection- 
able character by leaving all its defects unremoved. 


ol. The same paper does not agree with the Lieutenant-Governor ®#4"4™ Mm. 

The outetill ersten. in holding that not the introduction of the 

outstill system, but the social, moral, and 
religious changes which have occurred in this country have brought about 
ny. lucreased consumption of spirituous liquor by the people. The 
_ is sure that it is the outstill system which is answerable for that 
“% t. Even, if the evil were due to the changes indicated by His 
; om. who but Goverament would be open to blame? Is not the 
eg given by Government—an education which is divorced from 

rality—and even the religion of the rulers which permits drinking, res- 


— lor the present unsatisfactory state of things ? What has become 
© recommendations of the Outstill Commission ? 
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52. The same paper says that it is indeed a matter of congratulatioy 
that India is this time mentioned in th 
Queen’s speech. There is nothing new j, 
the reasons assigned by Her Majesty for the annexation of Upper Burmah, 
and’ they will not be considered satisfactory by anybody, except the British 
merchants and British place-hunters. The Conservative Government j, 
playing clever tricks with the aid of Lord Dufferin. Owing to a succesgio, 
of objectionable measures adopted by it, Government has become unpopular 
with Indians. It needlessly created difficulties in Central Asia, and as the 
result of its action paid a large money subsidy to the Amir of Cabul againg 
the wishes of the Indian population. Declaration of war against Theebay, 
and annexation of Upper Burmah, have increased the unpopularity of Govern. 
ment. On the top of this the income-tax has been imposed. Government 
of course had decided upon doing all these things before, and had therefore 
devised the expedient of a Commission to enquire into the administration of 
India in order that the discontent of the people might be removed to some 
extent. There is reference in the Queen’s speech to Lord Churchill 
proposal to appoint this Commission. It would be a great mistake to 
suppose that such a Commission would succeed in removing the defects of 
the Indian Administration. The people of India have very little faith ip 
these Commissions, after their experience of the Education and Famine Con- 
missions. Considering the manner in which the Queen’s Proclamation has 
been hitherto given effect to, the people have very little expectation that 
the Commission’s labours will lead to any changes in the present system 
of administration. The narrowness of views which characterizes the 
administration will not be removed until the power of the civilians js 
curtailed. The writer, however, thanks Her Majesty for this proof of her 
good intentions towards the people of India. : 
53. The same paper says that Lord Dufferin’s statement that the people 


ave now come to cheerfully pay the license- 
tax far from represents the true state of 
things. As a matter of fact, the tax is attended with great injustice and 


oppression. A direct tax, though in principle it is the best form of taxation, 
is perfectly unsuited to the Indian population. It is extremely difficult to 
assess the incomes of people in this country with anytbing like accuracy, 
and the effect of this is that while honest men have to feel the full force af 
the tax, the dishonest escape. It is again very difficult to assess the annual 
value of houses in this country. Government is imposing an income-tat 
with a view to reach the wealthy classes alone; but are the possessors of 
a monthly income of Rs. 42 so well to do that they can afford to pay the 
tax! 
54, The same paper says that the high salaries granted to the officials 
Proposed Commission of Enquiry into @Fe one of the chief causes of the poverty of 
the Indian Administration. the people of India. Who can deny that if 
the country had been governed on the principles of the Queen’s Procla- 
mation, there would have annually accrued considerable savings? Increase 
of public expenditure has led to the over-taxation of the people. Ifa 
Commission of Enquiry into the Indian Administration is appointed, efforts 
should be made to place the true facts concerning the condition of the 
people before it. The Editor thanks the Bengal Chamber of Commerc 
for suggesting the exclusion from the Commission of all persons directly ot 
indirectly connected with the administration of this country. The publi 


— in this country should pay particular attention to this 
matter. 


5d. A correspondent of the same paper notices a case of dacoity 
tins which occurred a few days ago in broad day 
light in the house of one Bishwambbst 


The Queen’s speech. 
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hat, under thana Chanditala, in sub-division Serampore. 
Chatters Ot is nom armed with clubs and swords entered the house, 
ene the owner, an old man of 80 years of age, and carried off the 
Mable the stores of grain, and even the doors of the house. All the 
wen q ash professing to be a court peon stood guarding the entrance of the 
oust and gave out that he had come to carry off the goods belonging to 
the owner in execution of a decree of the Court. It has since transpired 
that there was no decree against the old man. Enquiry is being made 


‘ato the whole affair. 
56, The Bhere 


, of the 29th January, says that direct taxes are BaERI, 
unsuited to the condition of poor countries %*™ 2 18%. 


—— like India. Itis for this reason that the 
people of India are not well-disposed towards the imposition of the income- 
tar They pay indirect taxes without being aware that they are paying 
stax. Re-imposition of the import duties will do much good. The 
Indian manufactures are being ruined by the competition of Manchester 
merchants. The re-imposition of the cotton duties will give them an 
advantage by raising the price of Manchester goods. The import duties 
have been abolished only in India. They have not been abolished in any 
other country under English rule. Is India a plaything in the hands 
of selfish men ? ‘There is no difference of opinion as to the expediency of 
the re-imposition of the cotton duties. The Madras Chamber of Commerce 
advocates the re-imposition. 


57. The same paper does not wish that Lord Dufferin should go to 
Burmah before the Burmese become perfectly 
quiet. Though there will be no lack of 
endeavours to protect his person, still Bengalis apprehend that danger 
may befal him. One of the Viceroys lost his life at the Andamans. It 
is not advisable that a Viceroy should go to a place so full of disturbances as 
Burmah. Nota single Burman is to be trusted. The Burmese flatter the 
English, but who knows what is in their mind ? 


08. The Praja Bandhu, of the 29th January, says that Russia has Psasa Banpav, 
advanced to the north-western frontier 7 7% 
of India. This has increased the military 
expenses of the Indian Empire, and Government is going to increase taxa- 
tion, The present attitude of Russia is not auspicious for India. But 
good has come out of evil. The attention of the Empress of India 
has been directed towards India. Her Majesty has, after along time, made 
mention of India in her speech. She has expressed her desire of institut- 
Ing an enquiry into the working of the India Act of 1858. Whenever a 
proposal for holding an enquiry is made, people think that no good will 
Come of it. Several Commissions have on several occasions been appointed 


With no good result. These proposals for appointing Commissions are made 
‘imply with a view to comport the people of India. 


59. di Punch, of the 29th January, gives a cartoon in which 


aia Lord Dufferin is represented as pushing the 
a income-tax, which is represented as a 
onater wit lolling tongue, towards India, which is represented as a sick 
eman, and as crying for mercy on seeing the monster. 


60. The Bangabdst, of the 80th January, hears that a Commission 
i Pieetiel. Cesentetes will be appointed for making retrenchments, 
| and that Mr. Westland will become a Com- 

Mr. Westland has improved the Comptroller-General’s office 
steat extent. The right man has been appointed in the right 


Lord Dufferin. 
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BaNGaBast, 61. The same paper says that the Select Committee has omitte 
_——— certain sections of the Income-tax Bill, hy 
that this will help only great men and mer. 
chants. In the original Billa distinction was made as to the taxable 
minimum of income of official and non-official tax-payers. The injustice of 
making such a distinction was pointed out by many, and the Select Com. 
mittee has abolished the distinction. But there is still a distinction betwee, 
the military officers and other officers of the State. When Governmen, 
could not abolish all distinctions in the Bill, why has it put a large 
class of poor men to hardship by abolishing distinction In one case only? 4 
respectable man cannot support his family with anything Jeg 
than Rs. 100 a month. It was on this consideration that Government 
officers below Rs. 100 a month were exempted, but it would have 
been well if Government could have exempted all poor men from the tay 
The writer expected that the Select Committee would omit the section on house. 
tax from the Bill. The section has been amended indeed, but to a very small 
extent. People will have to pay the tax even though the house be not rented 
to any one, and even though it may remain unoccupied. The tax on a 
house will be assessed on the income derived from the house, 
There is a house-tax indeed in England, but it-is paid by the occv- 
pier, and not by the owner. The tax is assessed on the circum. 
stances and property of the occupier, and not on the price or construction 
of the house. No tax is levied on a house when it remains unoccupied. 
But the contrary is the case in India. The writer does not understand 
how it could be proper to tax a person who lives in his own house, 
Those who live in their own or in their ancestral houses do not derive any 
income from them. On what ground are they to pay an income-tax? On 
that principle men should be taxed for their cloths and for their food. 
The imposition of the imcome-tax on joint families is very unjust. 
Mr. Mandalik opposed this provision of the law in the Select Committee, 
but his opposition was of no avail. 
sian aie 2. The Bharat Bas, of the 30th January, referring to the proposal for 
fe the appointment of a Commission of Enquiry 
aie as into the affairs of India in the Queen’s speech, 
asks Her Majesty to do the office cf a mother to the people of India. 
She should give the people a greater share in the administration of their 
country. Highly-paid foreigners are employed in every department of the 
State, and whenever there is a financial difficulty, the natives are deprived 
of what belongs to them by right. The enquiry should not end with 
submitting a report, but attempts should be made to remove the reul 
grievances of the peuple. 
Brant Bast. 63. The same paper says that the Select Committee has removed to 
eon a certain extent the charge of onesidedness (0 


oe ae which the Income-tax Bill was open by 
abolishing the distinction made in the original Bill between the servants of 


Government and those of private individuals and companies by making the 
minimum of taxable income Rs. 500 in the year in all cases. But the 
Committee is open to the charge of meanness. Finding that very few 
Europeans get less than Rs. 1,000 a year, it has lowered the minimum in 
case of Government servants. The military officers are Englishmen and 
Government is making warlike preparations on their account. So i2 
the case of military men, an income of Rs. 500 in the mont 
must be exempted from taxation. But the subordinate officers ° 
these military men will be taxed if they get even Rs. 500 a yeal. 
Government 1s very much afraid of English merchants, and so the Cou- 
mittee has not ventured to remove the injustice of exempting Indian 
Incomes, payable beyond the limits of India. Government will never 


) 


The amended Income-tax Bill. 
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ose who enjoy Indian incomes in England. All interest 
“4% cy pooner has Week made taxable unless a person can bring 
% ie we of the sort mentioned from the Collector. Many live on the 
ati of Government securities worth Hs. 5,000 or Rs. 6,000. It would 
sot hard for them to bring the required certificate every time from the 
fet Oe Tney would rather pay a small tax than submit to all the 
hardsbip and expense of procuring a certificate. 


A tax on dwelling-houses should never be imposed, especially on those 
| tuated withia municipalities. [n short, the Bill if passed in its present 
fort will create great discontent. It is not politic for Government to 
-reate so much discontent for sixty lakhs of rupees. 


64. The Sanjtvant, of the 80th January, says that at a time when 
Government is going to impose an income 
tax on the people of India for 60 or 70 
iakhs of rupees, itis spending 60 to 70 lakhs of rupees on a childish pas- 

«me. Ithas to bear all the expenses of the foreign representatives invited to 
B the camp of exercise. Jt will have to show them all the places from Peshawur 
to Quetta on the western frontier of India. The people will have to bear all 
these expenses for the pleasure and recreation of their rulers. 


The camp of exercise. 


65. The same paper notices that cholera of an epidemic type has_ 


broken out at Baro in the 24-Pergunnahs. 


The local physicians are being overworked 
Government should send medical relief. 


66. The same paper says that Government itself says that it would 
never have imposed the income tax had there 
been any other means of raising money, and 
the writer is of opinion that if there is really no other course open to Govern- 
ment for raising money, the income tax should be imposed, but he is 
doubtful as to whether no other course is open. The administration of India 
is extremely costly. ‘The Secretary of State has a Council with 15 members, 
each of whom gets £10,000 a year, and so their collective pay amounts to 
£150,000 or Rs. 20,00,000 a year. ‘The abolition of the Council therefore 
way result in a saving of Rs. 20,00,000 a year. The Council instead of 
being a help is rather an obstruction to tie progress of India. If the Colonial 
Secretary can do without a Council why can not the Secretary of State for 
India do without his Council ? Tbe Viceroy gets Rs. 2,50,000 a year, a pay 
which is many times higher than the pay of the Prime Minister of England. 
When a proposal for retrenchments was made in Lord Northbrook’s time, he 
recommended the reduction of his own pay first of all. Lord Dufferin 
‘hould follow that noble example. Even if he cannot do this he can give 
Wp his residence in the hills, and thereby save a good deal of public money. 
‘1s very wrong for Government to come before the tax-payers after spending 
we sums of money in trips to the hills, on the Rawal Pindi Durbar, 
‘the Burmese war, on the preparation for the Afghan war, and on the 
Lamp of Exercise. Whenever any proposal for the reduction of expendi- 
lire has been made, afew clerks on Rs. 25 per month only have been dis- 
“lurged, and at most, some resolutions have been published for employing 
ee more largely in the public service, but no action has been taken on them. 
; = Government has resolved to appoint a Commission for making retrench- 
2 ae it should withdraw the Income Tax Bill for the present. The 
# - necessities may be met by aloan. Retrenchments should be tried 
a ~ inposing the tax, otherwise the scheme of reduction will be a dead 
‘t. Government has spent a good deal of money against the wishes of 
ayers, and now asks them to accept a new Tax. The writer say, 


Cholera at Baro in the 24-Pergunnahs. 


The Income Tax. 
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that the people are unwilling to submit to the tax. But they are helpleg 
if Government takes money by force. If Government pays any respect to 
public opinion, it should try to appoint a Commission for making retrench. 
ments before imposing a tax. People will not object to a new tax if the 
wants of Government are not met by making retrenchments. — 

The Bill as amended by the Select Committee will help oni 
Englishmen who insure their lives. Foreign shipping companies will be com. 
pletely exempted from taxation. The people demand that the taxabie 
minimum be raised to Rs. 1,200 in the year, and that no distinction 
be made between Government officers and others, but Government 
has abolished this distinction by fixing that minimum at Rs, 500 , 
ear. 
: 67. The same paper says that Lord Randolph Churchill promised 

to appoint a Commission of enquiry into the 
The Commission of enquiry in the gffgirsof India. The Queen has said in he 
a speech that the Commission will soon be ap. 
pointed. If the Commission be a Parliamentary Committee and hold 
its sittings in England, it will have to depend on the evidence of 
retired Anglo-Indians, official and non-official, and they will try their best 
to defend their own interests, and so the people of India will have very little 
t» expect from it. Attempts should be made from this time to make the 
Committee come to India, and see the condition of the country with their 
own eyes and hear its complaints with their own ears. A petition 
should be sent to the Secretary of State for India suggesting the constitution 
and the mode of operation of the Commission. If the Commission does 
not come to India, representative men should be appointed from all the 
presidencies, and they should be given time to prepare themselves to 
give their evidence. 
68. The Samvdd Prabhakar, of the 30th January, in noticing the 


mention of the appointment of a Commission 
of enquiry into the affairs of India in the 
Queen’s speech, says that it has not yet been ascertained whether the enquiry 
is to be held in India or in England. If it isheld in England the retired 
Anglo-Indians only will give evidence. No respectable native will consent 
to goto England. If tbe Royal Commission comes to India, real work will 
be done. 

69. The Nava Medini, of the 30th January, learns from the Surabhi 
and Patakd whose source of information is 
reliable that the Secretary of State for India 
has rejected the application of the natives for enrolment as volunteers, The 
writer says that the Secretary of State has by this act rejected a prayer 
of the entire Indian population. 

70. The Sddhdrant, of the 31st January, asks, is it advisable to 


i i a increase the discontent of the people by 


passing the Income Tax Bill hastily, wheo 
people shudder at the name of the tax without stopping to con- 


sider its nature? Government perhaps thinks that when an agitation 
against the tax, is in evitable, the less time is given for such agitation the 
better. Butit is a mistake to think so. When the people do not like the 
tax at all, if the arrangements regarding its assessment, &c., are bad, there 
will be continuous agitation against it. If instead of hastily passing the Bill, 
Government had slowly amended it, natives would never have made such aa 
agitation against the tax. It is monstrous that Government should not 
listen to the just and united prayer of the people, and needlessly oppress 80 Dé 
persons. Everybody who is able to communicate his views to Government, 
has said that the levying of the tax upon houses either in towns or i0 


The Queen's speech. 


The volunteering movement. 
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| oiust, as taxes have already to be paid for houses 
villages a Py no rentcan be obtained for houses in villages. 
. gi does not listen to that recommendation great oppression 
If x committed. Will people silently suffer oppression ? Owing to the 
or -oceedings of Government the unsatisfactory income-tax has become 
oop hm unsatisfactory. While military officers drawing salaries of Rs. 500 
- month will not be subject to the tax, other persons having an 
ee >of Rs. 500 per year will be subject to it. This arrangement is 
oy artial. Charging of the tax upon houses inhabited by their owners is 
wo Houses in villages cannot be let; fixing of their proper rents 
3 impossible. In old villages the condition of many respectable families has 
‘sane wretched. Many of hae er still occupy or 4 4 Se 
- Great injustice will be done if taxes are aseessed on these houses 
nog osleatp estimate of income derivable therefrom. 
71. A correspondent of the same paper, writing from Bhastara, 
~ ad ie tet @ & Hughli, protests against the transfer of 
Simwtara, and an instanee of unjust the Post-Master of Bhastara to a Clerkship at 
liense-tax assessment. Goalundo on a salary of Rs. 30. The 
Post-Master has served for 19 years at Bhastara in that capacity. Owing to 
his ability the Bhastara Sub-Post Office has become a selected Sub-Post Office. 
Since the salary of the Post-Master of Bhastara bas now been increased 
to Rs. 30, why was not the former Post-Master kept at Bhastara? The writer 
hopes that the Post-Master-General will consider the case of this deserving 
oficer. The correspondent says that one Kedarnath Dass, a shop-keeper in 
the Bhastara hat, whose income has beenestimated at Rs. 500, and who 
has been assessed at Rs. 10 as license-tax, presented a petition to the Collec- 
toron the occasion of his visit to Bhastara. From the present state of his 
shop it does not appear that his income amounts to about Rs. 100. 
72. The Navabibhakar, of the 1st February, says that India would 
he ieee not have had to suffer loss from the fall in the 
price of silver if she had not been subject to 
England. England would not change her gold currency; nor can she 
introduce the gold currency into India. Had there been both gold and 
silver currency both in England and in India, the exchange difficulties would 
not have arisen. Had there been any fall inthe price of gold, and it had 
thus become necessary for England to pay exchange rates, the evil would 
have been remedied. But because it is India that now suffers, there is no 
probability of the evil being remedied. The English merchants are fleecing 
lodians in two ways. They are purchasing articles at their prices 
in gold in England, and selling them at their prices in silver in India. They 
are again purchasing Indian goods at their prices in silver after deducting 
the exchange rates from those prices. This advantage will no longer remain 


fa bimetallic currency is introduced both in England and in India. Why 
wil then England benefit India ? 


73. The same paper says that the life-blood of Indians is being 
The cost of English soldiers. sucked dry for the maintenance of the 62 


Mr. Bri thousands of English soldiers in India. Like 
'. Bright, the writer cannot believe that 25 thousands of English troops 


which Suiliced at the time of the mutiny are not sufficient at present. If 


vill 69 can rule the turbulent Turkomans with 26 thousand troops, why 
ical Taians English troops be necessary for ruling the loyal and 
| lan 


‘il. G 3? Not a single English soldier is necessary for ruling 
Enolish — ment can rule India with the aid of native troopsalone. The 
maintain overnment now admits that the sword is no longer necessary for 
the servant’ the internal peace. All the troops of the native princes are 
Se of Government, and not its_ enemies. So long as the native 

remain loyal, their troops will remain the servants of the English 
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Government. When the native princes will become disloyal, not only 
will their 3 lakhs of trroops, but also their 5 crores of subjects, become host. 
ile to England. If that takes place, England will be able to do nothing 
with 62 or 72 thousand English soldiers. The writer considers those to }, 
mad who think of frightening the native princes by maintaining 62 oy 7 
thousand English troops,and do not recognize the value of affectionst, 
treatment. He who continually distrusts his servant 18 not worthy to be, 
master. The English have now understood the character of the native troops 
Every impartial historian now admits that the Sepoy Mutiny broke oy 
owing tothe fault of Government. | 

The writer cannot believe that Government maintains th 
English troops for keeping the native troops in check. Gover. 
ment is maintaining and is going to increase the number of English 
troops merely for the fear of Russia. The writer says that if Gover. 
ment cannot at all free itself from Russophobia, it should increase the 
number of native troops, which step will be more economical than an increag 
in the number of the English troops. For this reason the writer has 4). 
ways rccommended that course. But Government would not listen ty 
natives who cannot defend their rights by sitting in Parliament. While ever 
English soldier in England costs Rs. 920, every English soldier in Indy 


costs Rs. 2,000. It may be urged that the cost of the English soldiers jn 


India is so great, because they have to serve in a foreign, distant and up 
healthy country. But compared with Turkomenia, India is a paradise in 
point of health. While it takes an English soldier to reach India in three 
weeks in comfortable ships, Russian soldiers have to travel to Turkomenis 
for a long distance in wretched mail carriages, and it takes them three 
months to reach that place. Still a Russian soldier in Turkomenia does 
not cost more than Rs. 430 every year. An expense of Rs, 1,000 is als 
incurred for bringing each English soldier to India. Indians cannot but 
be dissatisfied when they think of all these expenses. The country will not 
prosper if the cost incurred on account of English soldiers is not reduced. 
74. The same paper says that since the proposed Commission of 
Enquiry will in a manner sit in judgment 
upon the rulers of the country, and judge the 
truth of the allegation of Indians, that India is not being administered satis 
factorily, the officials who will naturally try to prove their innocence need 
not be examined by it. No benefit has been derived from former Comms 
sions because they relied upon the words of the officials. This has been 
recommended by the Bengal Chamber of Commerce. The writer desires 
thatthe Ministry will listen to this recommendation of the Bengal Chamber. 
To grant this prayer of the Chamber will be to grant the prayer of the whole 
of India. Some good may be expected from the Commission if it be free 
from all official connections. The Commission should be formed with no? 
officials, such as members of Parliament, members of native and Eure 
pean Associations in India, and other non-official As owing to 10° 
proper selection of persons the Legislative Councils, the jury syste, 
former Commissions and punchayets have not worked satisfactorily, 
this Commission also will prove a failure if not properly constituted. The 
Commission should sit in India, for if it sits in England it will not receit 
the assistance of experienced Indians. | 
75. The same paper says that every honest man is condemning bit 
oo eanoring of tho claims of Mr. Cotton Rivers Thompson for his intention to app0lsl 
0 the Ki — Secretaryship. Mr. Nolan as Revenue Secretary by ignoriDs 
the claims of Mr. Cotton, who is his senior. Mr. Nolan’s appointment ® 
Secretary has been deferred. If Mr. Cotton is deprived of official prefer- 


ment merely because of his love for India, Government’s disgrace will 
vreat indeed. 


The Enquiry Commission. 
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aner says that the condition of the native troops is 
ge ‘i wretched that it is no wonder that to 
cannot now be induced to enlist as soldiers. 
For this reason Government is now desirous of improving the condition of the 
ve troops. But Government has not yet fully come to its senses. It 
* contemplated the formmation of a native reserve force with the old 
vides But the writer does not think that anybody will consent to become 
member of the reserve force ona salary of Rs. 4, per month. Hvena 
aan peasant is not now-a-days satisfied with Rs. 4 per month. 

77, The Som Pratdsh, of the 1st February, says that though the 
Inspection of the frontier defences Viceroy’s permission to the representatives 
ny the foreign representatives. of the foreign powers who came to the Umbal- 
ah camp of exercise to inspect the frontier defences is not wise, 1t 1s 
yeroic. Two purposes will be served by that permission. If the enemy 
sonsider those defences to be impregnable they will not make useless 
preparations for war. If Russia tries to invade India after inspecting those 


jefences it will be koown that those defences are not impregnable ; and 
attempts will be made to improve them 


78. The same paper says that it is not just that the people should be 


as taverns Toe compelled to pay taxes on account of the waste 


of money by Government. Government would 
foolishly engage in useless war, unnecessarily spend vast sums upon useless 


objects, waste money upon the exodus of Governors to the hills, and the 
people will have to pay money owing to such waste. This is greatly to be 
regretted. ‘The writer can, like the Bombay National Congress, support the 
income tax, only if it isfound that Government is unable to raise the required 
sum by retrenchments. It should be seen whether further retrenchments 
canbe made by Government. Sir Auckland Colvin has said that the 
Government of India cannot reduce expenditure by cancelling its present 
fnancial contracts with the Local Governments. But the writer does not 


The condition of the native troops. 


see why Government cannot cancel such contracts in cases of emergency. 
lt is better that such contracts should be cancelled than that the people 
should be troubled. Besides, there are many things the expenditure on 
which can be reduced. Government can save a large sum by putting an end 
tothe system of exodus to the hills. "Who will believe that the Government 


which has wasted money upon the Umballah camp of exercise is in want of 
funds? Government did not accept the recommendation of the people that 
the vacant posts of Commander-in-Chief of Madras aad of Bombay 
j should not be filled up. The writer does not think that the poor would have 
been unable to use salt if the tax upon it had been increased. ‘The re- 
Imposition of the import duties would have dissatisfied the Manchester 
sehen but it would have saved many persons drawing paltry salaries 
| a ™ income tax. If either the salt tax had been increased, or the 
a ~ re-Imposed, so much dissatisfication would not have been 
gl A " has become of the consideration which prompted the 
Be R © lowest assessable income in the case of Government ser- 
ms at Ns, 1,200? The writer considers persons whose income is below 


Rs, 1,2 setae 
berg to be poor men. The provision in favour of Government 
? as been omitted for subjecting them to the same conditions as 


owe persons. Government should consider whetner a Hindu with 
i Be income of Rs. 500 can decently maintain his family. Hindus 


Ke ° ° ‘ 
hey og ishmen have not to support their own wife and children alone. 
. © to maintain other relatives. It being so, men possessed of that 


INCume a: ; : , 
the See te pay the income-tax. For this reason the Zudian Mirror and 
0 Hall meeting protested against the income tax. 


79. . 
s N€ same paper says that Indians have not yet obtained any 
ctulment of natives as volunteers. reply to their petition for admission into the 
volunteer corps. If Government does not 
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grant that prayer, Indians will understand that Government still distrust, 
them. Such a knowledge of the distrust on the part of Government wil 
destroy the loyalty of the people. If not for considerations of justice, , 
least for selfish considerations, Government should grant that prayer 
of natives. In order that dominion over a foreign race may } 
maintained, it should be allowed the privileges of the conquering race, 


80. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the Ist February, says th, 

The Town Hall meeting against tho the recent meeting called at the Town Hai 

income tax. to consider the Income Tax Bill was not». 

tended by the influential residents of the town, as will become eyvidey 

by a reference to the names of those who moved and seconded th 
resolutions adopted on the occasion. 


81. The same paper says that by imposing an income tax, Gover. 
es te ment has removed the injustice which it ha 
ee always done to the people of this country 
in the matter of taxation. It must be admitted that by this actig, 
Government has shown them great favor. But certain provisions of the 
Income Tax Act are objectionable, and Sir Auckland Colvin would hare 
earned their gratitude if he had endeavoured to free the measur 
from these objectionable features. 


82. The same paper says that it matters litile to the peopleof 
India whether the Conservatives or the Liberal 
return to power. There was, however, some 
expectation of good from the Conservatives, considering the manner in 
which they had entered upon office. Lord Randolph Churchill would bare 
probably conferred some benefit upon India, and if a Commission of 
Enquiry is after all appointed, the credit of the measure will belong in 
no small degree to that nobleman. Again the Liberals in opposition woul 
have probably endeavoured to do some good to this country. The Liberals 


will now return to power, but it is doubtful whether they will succeed in 
long retaining it. 


83. The Samvad Prabhakar, of the 1st February, says that if, as has 


been reported, the Secretary of State for 
India has rejected the petition of native 
gentlemen for enrolment as volunteers, the Viceroy should not remal 


silent. Ie should publish the official papers on the subject, because i 
he recommended the enrolment, and Lord Randolph Churchill rejected 
his proposal, he is sure to be popular with the natives. He should at least 
give replies to the memorials presented to him. Otherwise natives 


will be greatly discontented and a stigma will be cast on the fair fame d 
Lord Dufferin. 


84. The Daznsth, of the lst February, says that if the English can 


Administration of India. by means of good government secure . 
| __ attachment of the people of India, they n¢ 
not fear Russia or even united Europe. But unfortunately Governments 


gradually causing dissatisfaction among them by heavy taxation and acts° 
cruelty and injustice. India has been impoverished under British administt® 
tion. Government is ever anxious to put money into the pockets 0 
Englishmen, and this makes the administration exceedingly expensive 
The public expenditure, however, on objects which are likely to beneli 
the people is comparatively small. Whenever retrenchments are to be 
made, poor natives are made victims; and now an income tax is to be 
Imposed upon them. 

85. The Sumvdd Purnachandrodaya, of the 4th February, says that the 


; | , ; 
sii income tax will be realised even from gx 
which brings no income. The Act 


The Conservatives and the Liberals. 
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iq consideration the income only without thinking anything of the expenses 
opts Many will die of starvation. The English are going to ruin the country, 
. M86 The Dainik, of the 4th February, is glad that the Hon'ble 
bearyMohun Mooker- Baboo Peary Mohun Mookerjee objected to 

_The Hon tncome Tax. certain unreasonable sections of the Income- 
- Bill in the Select Committee. He objected to the 24th section of the 
Bll on the ground that it would subject dwelling houses, from which no in- 
we ‘; derived, to the income tax, and that no man should be taxed because 
" ives in his own house. The section will press very hard on those who have 
‘sherited large houses from their ancestors, but are themselves poor men. 
The present income tax will be levied on property which yields no income. 
¢- Auckland Colvin could not give any reply to the objection, made by the 
Baboo, except that the withdrawal of the section would involve Government 
in great loss. This is the curious reason which has been advanced by Sir 
Auckland. Government is passing this Bill into law without paying any atten- 
tion to public opinion. The introduction of the Bill in the Legislative Council 
isonly a farce. The writer cannot say why those whose word is law resort 


to such farces. 


Il ].—LziciIsLative. 


~ 97. The Chdru Vartd, of the 25th January, says that the national 

conferences held in Calcutta and in Bombay 
Reorganization of the Legislative gre of opinion that the Legislative Council 
— should*be reorganized. Public opinion will 
not be brought to bear on the measures of Government until these Councils 
are organized on an elective basis. The procedure of the Councils 
too should be amended and improved. They should be allowed to criticise 
the acts of Government. At the present moment Government says that the 
imposition of an income tax has become indispensable. Those who have 


topay should have the power to pronounce an opinion on such wasteful 


items of expenditure as the Rawul Pindi durbar. There can be nothing 


more shameless than the attempt of Lord Dufferin and of Sir Auckland Colvin 


to make people understand that the imposition of the income tax cannot be 
helped. People have been protesting for a long time against the practice of 
Governors residing in the hills. But Government cannot reduce a pice of 
the expenditure incurred in this affair, and still it imposes tax after tax. 
This is oppression. Fie upon natives that they cannot with one voice 
protest against acts of despotism of this nature! The Councils should be 
allowed to look into and to criticise every act of Government. | 
88. The Bhérat Mitra, of the 28th January, says that great oppres- 
sion will take place if vaccinators, as is con- 
templated, are empowered by law to enter 
men’s houses in order to forcibly vaccinate children. Even the poorest 
Indian does not allow any male person to enter his zenana. Do not 
Sit Rivers Thompson and Mr. Reynolds who have lived in the 
“ountry for a long time know of this social custom of natives ? 
89. The Arya Darpan, of the 29th January, says that the Lieutenant- 
a Governor of Bengal is desirous of making 
Pilice Act uument of the Calcutta goqme amendment of the Calcutta Police Act. 
The police cannot, under the present law, 
test drunkards until they become in capable of taking care of themselves 
““Y Cannot arrest drunkards even if they sing obscene songs. The 
tn et Governor wants. to authorize the police to arrest these 
ep ards. But His Honor should do something to prevent the residence 
ay. prostitutes in respectable quarters of the town of Calcutta 


chm should remember this at the time of amending the Calcutta 
Act. | 
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90. The Sunjivant, of the 30th January, is surprised to hear tha 
| the Income Tax Bill has not even hee, 
ee published in the Provinces of Assam, the 


Punjab and Burmah. Is it at all reasonable not even to inform the peop} 
of the proposal impose to a new tax when they will have to pay it? Th. 
Government of Lord Dufferin is becoming unpopular. 


91. The Sddhdrant, of the 3lst January, says that the chief object 
eres of the amendment of the Chowkidari Act js ty 
peadhcnctehsaco tes deprive the punchayets of their power. The 
Lieutenant-Governor and Mr. Garrett have said that under the amendeg 
Act the chowkidars will perform their duties more satisfactorily as they 
will receive their pay regularly, and criminals will be punished as chowkidars 
will no longer conceal the fact of commission of offences in deference to the 
punchayets. Because the Lieutenant-Governor 1s greatly hostile to self. 
government he desires to root it out by the new Bill. Though the 
Bill is so mischievous, the writer would have supported it if he had known 
that under it the chowkidars would discharge their duties more satisfac. 
torily. Chowkidars who are now subject to punchayets do not venture to 
neglect their duties. But under the proposed law the chowkidars will 
receive their salaries from the thana, Low people know that he who pay 
them their salaries is their master. Consequently the chowkidars will not 
fear the punchayets after this. The writer does not believe that the 
chowkidars will give information about the commission of offences in all 
cases by overcoming the temptation of bribery. Now if the punchayets 
sometim«s conceal the fact of the commission of an offence they punish 
the offenders. ‘The Lieutenant-Governor has said that he has freed the 
punchayets from the disagreeable task of imposing taxes for which they 
become unpopular. The punchayets incur the displeasure of the people 
by the assessment of taxes, and not by the ?mposition of them. But the 
Lieutenant-Governor has not relieved them of that work. 


92. The Samaya, of the lst February, says that the Anglo-Indians 
are anxious to secure for themselves privileges 
under the criminal law. The zemindars are 
anxious for the protection of zemindari interests. But at the time of 
the imposition of the income or the license tax the main object of all 
legislators in India is self-interest and not the good of the country. The 
writer fearlessly brings the charge of selfishness against the Legislative 
Council. If laws are to be passed in a Council that Council should contain 
representatives of all classes of the community. Those persons only should 
have seats in the Council who have knowledge of and sympathy with the 
people. Whenever the writer reads a Bill it appears to him as though 
the members were asking which of the two evils would the people like 
to chose. A Lytton or a Colvin is not to blame. Lord Dufferin says that 
he acts on considerations of justice. The writer is sorry at the anxiety 
and the trouble of the rulers. He would recommend them to pass 4 
short Act empowering Viceroys and Local Governors to confiscate, without 
setting forth any reason, the properties of the people for the good of the 
Empire, and to hang any one as a rebel who dares oppose such 
confiscation. The Civil, the Criminal and the Revenue Acts are nothiog 
but means of raising revenue. Ram strikes Shyam, Jadu dispossesses 
Hari and they must pay. This isexcellent. This is the work of the 
Legislative Councils. Can they not be reformed ? If the Queen wants to 
govern on an enlightened principle, Her Majesty should reorganize 
the Legislative Council. The foundation of the Councils, their cons 
titution and materials are all at fault. The writer thinks that two- 
thirds of the members should be elected by the people. The pres 


The Legislative Council. 
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s should be allowed time to criticise, and to 


‘tical association | : 
and the pol new measures introduced in the Council. 


pronounce their opiu1ons On, 


IV.—NAtTIve STATES. 


Samodd Prabhakar, of the 4th February, says that the young Svan Prasnaxas, 
gee Maharajah of Cashmere came to visit the “"*™'™ 
idan ts Comer. Viceroy and to consult with him about the 
reforms to be ‘ntroduced in bis State. The Anglo-Indian Editors are afraid 


sia may enter India through Cashmere, and so they think it should 
ae The writer is surprised to hear all this, and he asks the 
Maharajah to pay particular attention to the proposed reforms. Times are 


rery hard. dustice and gratitude will give way to political necessity. He 
should make himself above all reproach. 


V.—ProsPects oF THE Crops AND CoNDITION oF THE PEOPLE. 


94. A correspondent of the Som Prakdsh, of the Ist February, Som Prakass, 
writing from Raipore in Beerbhoom, says that *°- 1st 1886. 


The breaking of the embankment in ypon the slightest rise in the water of the 
Raipore. adjacent river the village is flooded. This is 
ive to the breaking of the embankment. The zemindar is not inclined 
to undertake this costly work. Consequently there is no hope of the con- 
struction of the embankment, unless Government constructs it. Last year 
no crops grew in the southern part of the village owing to inundation. 
Will the people continually suffer loss in this manner? What steps have 


Government taken to prevent such injury ? 


VI.—MIscELLANEOtS. 


95. The Sanjivant, of the 30th January, in noticing the meeting  SAxsivam, 
- of the National Association for supplying “*~°*™ *** 
oe reas Tee female medical aid to nativewomen held in 
Calcutta last Wednesday, says that Rs. 15,00,000 have been collected for this 
purpose. This sum will not be enough for supplying female medical aid all 
over India. When the scheme has been initiated by Lady Dufferin, Lord 
Dufferin is sure to be one of its supporters. And so there will be no want 
of money especially when the work has been undertaken for the good of the 


people of India. 
Uriya Papers. 


96, The Samvdd Bdéhikd finds fault with Government for appoint. S4*vp Banna, 
ing a Bengalee to the post of Sub-Deputy °*™ 7 18 
Collector, made vacant by the transfer of 

Baboo Ras Behary Naiyak on promotion to Balasore. In the opinion of 

tie paper, the appointment of an  Uriya would have been more 

preferable, 

Y7. The Utkal Dipiké is glad to find that the Commissioner of  U™=«t Dima, 
The Commissioner of the Orissa the Orissa Division takes a great deal of oe se 
ee trouble in visiting mofussil stations hitherto 
Lot visited by any previous Commissioner. 

98. The same paper makes a long review of the proposals submitted by = Urgat. Dirrxa. 
the late Canal Commission, and concludes 
by remarking that their prosposals betray a 
— a sad want of insight into the details of the 
that man .euevances of the people, and a disregard of the difficulties 

may arise from the distribution of work at present done by the 


inal Revenue Department among th igati 
he g the Irrigation Department and the 
‘Strict Collectorates, | if : : 


A Bengali Sub-Deputy Collector. 


) va . 
ommendations of the Canal Com- 
“Sod uD. . 
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SsBaKa, 
Jan, 23rd. 1886, 
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99. The Sebaka thus continues its article on the Income Tax ;— 
“Since writing our first article op the 
The Income Tax. remarkable child of the day, we hare 


gone carefully through the speeches of the hon’ble mexbers of the 
Suprene Council published in the dailies of Calcutta. With a full and 
cheerful heart we respond to the call of the Viceroy, whose apne, 
to our loyalty and sense of duty has produced a- profound sensation in 
our hearts. ‘a 

We beg to assure His Excellency that no one will beso willin, 
as ourselves to lay down our lives for the sake of our country and j, 
behalf of the beloved Queen-Empress, under whose auspicious reign we 
were born, bred and emancipated. What we mean to point out to Gj 
Excellency is the inadvisablity of imposing an unpopular tax when the 
ways and means can be well adjusted by recourse to other means. 

The speech of the Finance Minister is no doubt an able defence 
of the policy, which he is on the point of inaugurating at the com. 
mencement of the new year, but his arguments, to speak the least of 
them, fall flat on our reasonable ears. 

When in his argumentative speech he comes to the question of 
import duties, he trembles and simply states that they cannot be r. 
imposed. In other words, the interests of India must yield to those of 
England. 

The THlon’ble Rai Saheb Vishnanath Mandlik has clearly pointe 
out in his short, but effective speech that the re-imposition of the 
import duties will help the Government of India to extricate themselves 
from their present difficulties. A slight increase of the rate of salt tax 
is sure to add largely to the revenues of India, and it will not fall s 
heavily on the poor as is generally imagined, but the hon’ble men- 
bers of the Council are inclined otherwise. 

From the speeches of His Honor the MLieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal and others we gather that the tax is intended to be a permanent 
one. Nay, they are of opinion that the permanent nature of the tax will 
make it mere welcome and acceptable to those from whom it wil 
be realised. All these sound ominous in our unprejudiced ears. 

The Council must be congratulated on the fact that almost all its 
members Were unanimous so far asthe imposition of the income ta 
was concerned, and they were wisely praised by His Excellency, the 
President, for this their unexpected unanimity of views. The Bill has been 
referred to a Select Committee, and we shall have to watch their pro 
ceedings carefully. In the meantime we would advise the Council nol 
to hurry on with the Bill and pass it into law without giving sufficient 
time tothe public to master its contents and suggest such amendments 
Or alterations as might seem desirable.” 


RAJKRISHNA MUKHOPADHYAYA, Ma. & Bln 


Bengali Lranslaior. 
Benoa TRANSLATOR’sS OFFICE, 


The Gth February 1886. 
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